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The  Mouvement pour une Alternative Non-violente (MAN), the Institut pour la Paix (IPP), the Institut de 

recherche sur la Résolution Non-violente des Conflits (IRNC), the Organization for Nonviolent Movements (ONM), the 
International Center on Nonviolent Conflict (ICNC, USA)  are organising a conference on 27th and 28 November 2026  
to exchange experiences and reflections on unarmed  civilian-led defence 

 
In an uncertain, turbulent and imperilled world, we believe it is both necessary and urgent for civil society 

organisations to update and share their work in the field of unarmed civilian-based defence and to publicise their 
innovative and disruptive proposals in this field.  
 

Can civilians contribute to defending democracy? Since the full-scale invasion of Ukraine, these approaches 
have been gaining ground and calling into question almost exclusively military options. Aware as they are of their 
limitations, some governments are promoting the concept of ‘Comprehensive’ or ‘whole of society’ defence, a military 
concept advocating the mobilisation of the whole population in support of the military defence of the country. But few 
of its military, strategic and political promoters are familiar with civilian-based logic and strategies, or their relevance 
to societal resilience in the face of the complex threats facing our democracies.  

 
However, we are seeing the emergence of numerous civilian initiatives in the areas of civilian resistance and 

defence. educational programmes in Latvia and other threatened countries, conferences, declarations, recent articles 
and publications on these topics, international meetings, and also the sharing of best practices among political leaders 
and defence policymakers from different countries.  

 
Conference objectives 

This conference is a logical continuation of these initiatives. The conference organisers aim to bring together a 
wide range of expertise on these topics: researchers, parliamentarians, trade unionists, military personnel, economic 
actors in the defence and tech sectors, heads of government and non-governmental organisations and, of course, 
nonviolent activists.  A particular attention will be paid to inviting participants from democracies under threat in 
Europe, as well as from Germany, Great Britain, Denmark, the Baltic countries, Catalonia and Switzerland, without 
participation being limited to Europe.  Together, it is our hope to explore and to bring to the fore the value, the 
feasibility, and the limitations of unarmed civilian options in the field of defence. 
 

Key Conference themes 
 

 

Numerous themes and perspectives will be explored during the two-day conference, focusing on two central 
questions: civilian roles in times of conflict and the idea of civilian deterrence. 

For decades, the priority given in France to nuclear deterrence and to ever more sophisticated weapons 
systems has taken away from civilians, the responsibility which should be theirs with respect to defence. Quite apart 
from the fact that this situation is uniquely true of France and not of other European countries, civilians, who make up 
the vast majority of the population, have an essential role to play in defending our democracy, a responsibility which 
goes beyond the defence of a national territory. Therefore, instead of militarising civilians, it is important to 
empower, educate and mobilise them, with a particular focus on women, young people, retirees, as well as employees, 
who have little or no direct involvement in the armed forces.  



 
The question of social deterrence is also a key one: it consists, among other things, in training nonmilitary 

actors and the civilian population in nonviolent resistance theory and tactics (non-cooperation, strikes, boycotts, etc.), 
to be deployed now already before crises break out. The aim is to make a society ‘elusive’ to the grip of an aggressor, 
to make it economically unexploitable, politically ungovernable and culturally ‘unsubmissive’. Such a defence 
mechanism must be robust enough to deter any potential aggressor or dictator. Discussion and evaluation of such ‘civil 
deterrence’ is a key objective of the conference.  
 

Proposed themes 

 

● WHY?: What are the limitations of traditional approaches to defence and, more broadly, to security? Why are 
our armed forces and governments seeking ‘tomorrow’s solutions’? Why study the contributions of nonviolent 
strategy to defence and security at the present time? 

 
● THE LOGIC OF UNARMED CIVILIAN-BASED  DEFENCE: Power dynamics in asymmetrical conflicts, civil resistance 

and nonviolent defence strategies, the role of civil societies and the concept of ‘a defence spirit’. 
 

● WHO AND WITH WHAT IMPACT?: Historical experiments, implementation conditions, a focus on the 
mobilisation of young people and women for defence. 

 
● IMPLEMENTATION: exchanges of perspectives from politicians, the military, and civil society: 

● Towards recognition and support for unarmed civilian-based defence 
● How can unarmed civilian-based defence be brought into education and how to engage young people more 

generally? 
● European and international coordination, exchanges of best practices 
● Etc. 

 
 Dates and location 

 

The conference will take place in person on 27th  and 28th November 2026 in Strasbourg (France) at the St Thomas 
Cultural Centre.   

Video recording of the debates is planned, as well as the publication of proceedings. Simultaneous interpretation will 
be provided, at least in English.  
As part of the preparation for the Conference multilingual online meetings will be held enabling a preliminary exchange 
of ideas and proposals with other partners. 
 

Call for papers 

 

 
We are calling for preliminary papers proposing a presentation on an issue relevant to the themes of the 

conference. We request proposals of no more than 3,000 characters (including spaces), accompanied by a short 
biography and details of affiliation (organisation, association, etc.). 
 
The deadline for submitting proposals is 31st January 2026; the selection committee will give its feedback by 31st 
March 2026. The selection committee reserves the right to accept or reject contributions.  
 
The conference organisers hope to cover all or part of speakers' travel and accommodation expenses, but are not yet 
in a position to make a firm commitment in this regard. 
 
 

Contact: Maeva Rougé - man@nonviolence.fr– (33) 6 18 91 78 47  
Mouvement pour une Alternative Non-violente – 187 montée de Choulans – 69005 LYON 
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